
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     June 17, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 483 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I harbor the notion that I am basically in charge 
of my life or should be.  This is an offshoot of the belief that I am 
the one responsible for my life, for its content and its outcome, 
and that if my life does not turn out as I want or think it should I 
have in some way failed.  This is ingrained in the core of my being.  
Therefore, it is difficult for me to consider seriously the idea that 
there is an additional developmental process that operates 
internally, one which I do not orchestrate, and one over which I 
have no control.  Insights, perceptions, thoughts and feelings 
come to me all the time which I do not create.  Beneath the 
surface of my awareness these mental and emotional elements 
are woven together into an alternate understanding of who I am 
and what my life is about, one that supplements the one I create, 
and these are offered to me for my consideration and reflection.  I 
think my life would be much less stressful and more satisfying if I 
could trust this additional developmental process enough to 
consider what it yields.  Resting in it would be resting in you, its 
author, and would be abiding in your kingdom. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 4:26-34 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 375 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 320 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:30  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for June 24, 2018 
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 and Psalm 9:9-20, or 

1 Samuel 17:57—18:5, 10-16 and Psalm 133; 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 

 
+  +  +  +  + 

 
This part of the Christian journey involves waiting, 

 

attentive waiting, 
 

which is what we do while 
 

an insight or understanding about ourselves 
 

is digested, processed, assimilated and absorbed. 
 

This is a process we cannot control. 
 

It operates outside our intention. 
 

And, when it runs its course, 
 

we are able to reap its benefits 
 

by making use of what the insight produces. 
 

This process is the influence (kingdom) of God 
 

at work in our lives. 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/
mailto:jimrobie2@gmail.com


Ordinary Time – 4th Sunday after Pentecost (Mark 4:26-34) 
 In the phrase “kingdom of God,” the word “kingdom” is a Greek 
word meaning “royalty, i.e. (abstractly) rule, or (concretely) a 
realm (literally or figuratively).” The word “realm” means “the 
sphere in which one has influence.” The phrase “kingdom of God” 
does not refer to an external location or place, but to the internal 
experience of the influence of God being active. 
 An easy way to think of this is to imagine that there are two 
developmental processes at work in us. One is the developmental 
process with which we are the most familiar, that of our ego 
developing and working out a life for us. This process is not one we 
orchestrate, but it is one we experience constantly as we learn to 
balance three elements: what we learned in childhood regarding 
what our life is supposed to be, our experience of what we need it 
to be, and the realities that come to us in the form of pressures and 
demands from the world in which we presently live. Putting all of 
this together is a crucial task we all face. 
 The other developmental process is one with which we are not 
usually familiar although it is always operative. It is designed to 
interface with what our ego is doing, either as a supplement and/or 
a corrective, having as its goal our being able to live a balanced, or 
perhaps better, a complete or full life, given who we are. The goal 
is not to have an ideal life, but a whole life, one that is feasible for 
us and in which we are able to participate. To this end, we find that 
our ego is intruded upon by thoughts, feelings, perceptions and 
insights designed to expand our ego’s notion of our life, and to 
include elements of our life which are excluded by the ego’s ideas 
and ideals. This developmental process is orchestrated by God, 
who actively influences our ego to be more inclusive and 
expansive. Being open to and receptive toward this alternate 
developmental process is living under the influence of God, or 
using more traditional language, living in the kingdom of God. 
 In today’s text, Jesus tells two parables about what life under 
the influence of God involves. In the first, we learn that it involves 
periods of patience and waiting. In my experience, insights come 
to me and perceptions dawn on me, but not by my doing. Using the 
analogy in the text, these are like seeds that are sown in me, and I 

am not the sower. We do not create our own insights; we are the 
recipients of the insight. But, once an insight is sown and is lodged 
in our awareness, something that will likely take some time and 
involve many repeated attempts, we come to a place where we are 
able to interact with the insight. Our ego will seek to commandeer 
the insight to fit the ego’s purposes, and this parable is a caution 
about doing that. There are times when we need to go about our 
daily routine and allow the insight to grow and mature on its own, 
times when it would be better to be less assertive in using an insight, 
and more receptive to being informed and instructed by that 
insight. When the time is right for the insight to yield what it has 
produced, we will find ourselves harvesting it and putting it to use. 
We need to not seek to manage how an insight will mature. 
Important insights usually come to us in symbolic forms that need 
to be probed and expanded in order to grasp their application. 
Rarely do insights come to us in fully worked out detail. It is as if we 
are first spoken to in “parables” (the Greek word is “similitude,” i.e. 
describing something symbolically by describing another thing that 
is similar). And then, “in private” (the Greek is “pertaining to self, 
one’s own,” that is, in the privacy of our own interiority), the 
implications, ramifications and applications of the insight are 
worked out. We wait attentively while God elaborates the insight 
within us and spells out its use or application. The analogy to this in 
the text is that Jesus spoke first in parables and then explained 
everything “in private” to his disciples (to those who had learned his 
way). 
 In the second parable we learn that insights generally are sown 
as small and manageable realities, but that as they grow they 
expand and become the nesting place of other insights that make 
their home in what was first sown. If we do not conceptually 
understand this so that we are somewhat prepared for it to happen, 
we will find ourselves unexpectedly unnerved when it does happen. 
The influence of God is toward our ego being expanded and made 
more inclusive. 

[Jim Robie, 6-15-18, 4th after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 4:26-34] 


